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where upon my arrival I found the Dolphin had the pre-
ceding day dropped down to Gravesend. To that place
therefore I followed, and was there told she was at anchor
in the lower Hope. My London waterman refused to go
any farther, and I was obliged to hire a Gravesend boat in
which I went to the Hope. Arriving along side the Dolphin
late in the afternoon, the lieutenant in command received
me with the utmost civility. Upon hearing my account, he
politely said that as a visitor he should be glad to accommo-
date me as long as I chose to stay, but receiving me, or my
baggage, as a passenger without an order from Captain
Dent was quite out of the question, and equally so was the
possibility of my going to India in the ship, where there was
not a single inch unoccupied. In vain I urged what had so
recently passed between Captain Dent and me, and his
promise to take me.

" Oh, my good Sir," said the officer, " the Captain is so
circumstanced as to have been obliged to make a hundred
promises he at the time he made them knew he could not
fulfil. I have already seen upwards of a score young
gentlemen in the same predicament, equally disappointed
as you are, every one of whom had an unqualified promise
of a passage to India on board the Dolphin"

He also told me that Captain Dent left town that day
with the Government dispatches to meet the ship at Ports-
mouth, which he had no doubt they should reach the
following day. I had no alternative left^ but requested the
lieutenant would give me in writing that he had peremp-
torily refused to receive me or my trunk on board the
Dolphin, which he immediately did, and at eleven o'clock
that night I got back to Gravesend, and the next day to
London.

As I had done every thing in my power no blame could
attach to me in this instance, nor did my father accuse me,
but he was highly offended at Captain Dent's behaviour,
and directly took me with him to the Admiralty, where
we ascertained all the lieutenant had told me was correctly
true. A clerk whom my father was acquainted with in-